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INTRODUCTION

I have endeavoured in this book, the ﬁ}st of its kind on
Guernsey coinage, to provide a basic outline of the Historical and
Numismatic background on the Coins used in Guernsey. I will cover
die variations known to date, Minters, mintage figures and even the
derivation of the word ‘Double’ itself, as used on our Coins today.

Few of our many visitors to the Island realise that we In
Guernsey have our own coinage dating back to 1830, and right up
to the early 1950’s our coinage was quite commonly seen alongside
the English monetary system. The unit of Guernsey coinage is the
Double (pronounced dooble) and there are 8 Doubles to the
Guernsey penny, 4 to the halfpenny, 2 doubles the farthing, and a
one double-piece was also used, equalling a half farthing. The
‘ Doubles,” being eight to the penny, reminds one of the ‘Pieces of
Eight,” and conjures up pictures of Pirate days, but there is no
connection whatsoever unfortunately, Not that one could buy much
in this day and age for a 1 double piece, those were the good old
days!

We still have our own Bank notes, i.e., the £5, £1 and 10/-
notes and a 10/- piece of unusual design appeared on the scene in
1966, the latter I will cover in more detail later in my work. Up to
1921 there was French and English currency alongside the Guernsey
system, 7.e. 8 Doubles to the Guernsey Penny, 12 of these made a
shilling but 21 shillings or 252 pence went into the Guernsey £1.
In the March of 1921, French currency was called in, and Guernsey
coinage was assimilated to English, i.e.,, 240 pence to the £1. Due to
souvenir hunters, collectors and indiscriminate hoarding by investors,
our unique coins seem to have vanished into thin air, denying present
and future Visitors the pleasure of appreciating this part of our
Island Heritage.

I hope the information set on record within this study of
Guernsey Coinage will be informative to Sarnians, Visitors, and the
Numismatist {coin collectors) alike. I think it will also make enjoyable
reading to the non collector.



THE HISTORY OF GUERNSEY COINAGE

Perhaps the earliest one can go back with the monetary system of
Guernsey, and this part of Europe in general, is 359-336 B.C. with
the gold stater of Philip II of Macedonia. These were introduced
through the Greek trading colony at Massalia, the Marseilles of
today. The Weekly Press dated 15-10-27 stated in its columns, that
64 Gold and Silver coins were found on Salisbury Plain and at an
Inquest held at Amesbury, the coroner stated that the British
Museum estimated them to be 2,000 years old and of early British
Southern type. Mr. Vincent, coroner for South Wiltshire, said the
experts suggested thé coins were of the time of Philip II of Macedon
and were manufactured in the C.1.

The Celts and Gauls attempted to turn out their own coinage in
their own mints, as they had gold and silver in their country. As they
ran out of gold and silver, so an alloy was developed called Billon
combining silver, copper, tin and lead. In the years 75-50 B.C. we
had Armorican coins in Guernsey and Jersey with the Billon stater and
quarter stater. A find of 982 specimens of Armorican coins was
reported in Jersey in 1820, and later purchased by a German collector
who later published an account of these in 1838 with illustrations;
but in 1935 the most important discovery of Armorican Numismatic
Art occurred with the finding of a cache of 11,000 coins on the
property of Mr. Percy Ellis at La Marquanderie, Jersey.

It is of passing interest to note that in general .coinage, Gold
was the first metal used, then Copper next before Silver. Incidentally,
there is Copper in Herm, and Silver in Sark and Guernsey.

During the 9th Century Normandy was taken by Rolf or Rollo.
The family tree below shows the successive Dukes of Normandy, and
the connection between Rollo and William.

Rollo or Rolf the Ganger

William Longsword
D ————t——
Richard the Fearless
———————
Richard the Good
D ——tG e

Robert the Magnificent

William the Conqueror
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